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Meskys: A Message From The Thain
success. Before he knew it he had 2000 members and a
hundred pieces of mail a week. He held quarterly meetings,
the last of which drew over 200 attendees.
A friend of Dick's, Bob Foster," compiled a Glossary
much like Al haLevy's,
only better in that it included tr-ans lations of the words. About this time Al's interest in the
project failed and I arranged with Bob to publish his version
instead.
I did this until it came out in book form from
Mirage Press as A Guide to Middle-Earth.
In September of 1966 Dick Plotz eriter ed Harvard as a
Freshman, but the TSA kept him s o busy that he had to drop
out and start over the following fall. I was faculty adviser
to a Science Fiction and Tolkien club at Belknap College and
felt that with their help and some decentralization I could
manage the TSA and volunteered to take it over. I became
the second Thain at a meeting held in a Unitarian church in
downtown Brooklyn over the Labor Day weekend of 1967. ·
This step started me on five years of fun, hard work and
frustration.
Over the years many people helped me work on various
aspects of the TSA. I especially want to thank my wife Nan
and my mother-in-law Mrs. Bunny Miles. I also want to
thank Brian Burley, Marsha Elkin, Charlie Brown, various
members of the New England SF Society and Belknap College
SF, Fantasy and Tolkien Society, and last but not least
Stanley Miles and Kate Miles. And finally I wish to thank
Glen GoodKnight for taking over this whole headache.

A Message From
The Thain
by Ed Meskys
On behalf of all the members of the Tolkien Society of
America I wish to offer Professor Tolkien our belated congratulations on the occassion of his 80th birthday.
As you probabably noticed elsewhere, this is the last
issue of Tolkien Journal as such. Starting with the next
issue it will be permanently merged with Mythlore.
Professor Tolkien has been widely honored on this
occasion.
He was one the Queen's New Year's honors list
and was awarded the title of C. B. E. (a Commander of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire), one of the
highest ranks awarded on such occassions.
Also, in June,
Oxford University is awarding him the degree of Honorary
Doctor of Letters, the highest honor they can bestow on
anyone.
The mass media is taking a new interest as well in
Professor Tolkien. For instance, the Times of London had
a special article in their Sunday magazine on the occasion
of his birthday, and it had a photograph of the Professor taken by Lord Snowden.
A sign of Professor Tolkien' s still growing popularity
is the number of non-literary matter being marketed. You
all know of the maps and posters issued by Ballantine and
Unwin, but there have been others too. I know of -at least
two other poster-maps of Middle-earth, a photo poster of
Professor Tolkien, a poster in Cereth hawking the record,
and four posters of Tolkien characters.
And new items are coming. Later this year Ballantine will issue a calendar with drawings by Professor Tolkien, including four never before printed and colored jumbo
post cards as well as tea towels with Tolkien-inspired art.
At least one publisher is planning to put out a student's
guide or trot to LotR. A chain of religious bookstores
is planning to put out a Frodo doll. A company put out a
game inspired by The Hobbit called "Conquest of the Ring",
and the four above-mentioned posters of Tolkien characters,
though the name Tolkien or that of any of the names of the
I have heard
characters appear nowhere on these items.
of other tentative plans from Ballantine which I am not yet
at liberty to divulge.
I first heard of Tolkien and Lord of the Rings in 1960
when I saw it mentioned in a lot of science fiction fanzines,
and that Labor Day weekend I attended the organizational
meeting of the "Fellowship of the Ring". I became a charter
member even though I didn't get around to reading LotR
until several months later. Eventually four issues of the
club magazine, I Palantir, appeared and the group faded out
of existance.
In late 1963 Al haLevy, a member of the Elves',
Gnomes, and Little Men's Science Fiction, Chowder and
Marching Society, was instrumental in briefly reviving the
club magazine, Rhodomagnetic Digest under his editorship.
He had compiled an extensive glossary of every name appearing in LotR and was going to publish it serially in RD,
but the magazine folded after only one installment had appeared. I had been planning to make my fanzine, Niekas,
Tolkien oriented and asked Al if I could take over publication
of the Glossary, and started by reprinting the first installment in Niekas 9.
About this time the late Ed Baker of Los Angeles compiled a concordance to LotR, but only got around to publishing a small part of it in the Spectator Amateur Press Society.
Then came the Ace and Ballantine editions and the
whole Tolkien explosion.
A high school student in Brooklyn,
Dick Plotz, started meeting with friends and others to "talk
Tolkien" and then decided to advertise a meeting. The club
became the Tolkien Society of America and was a runaway

I have a lot of fond memories of
my years with TSA. For instance there
was the first Tolkien Conference which
I held at Belknap College in October
1968, better known as Flycon. We had
about one hundred people present (and
about ten million dying flies) from all
parts of the U. S. and Canada, including two from California.
We had about a dozen papers, most of them
good, and an excellent play put on by
Ivor Rogers and a beautiful rendering
of some of her settings of Tolkien' s
poetry by Marion Zimmer Bradley.
At a party one night at my home, the
Browns, the Lewises, and the del
Rey's, among others, mapped out
their strategy for winning the 1971
World SF Convention for Boston. And
then there were the flies ! Oh, were
they ever there! Apparantly countless
flies and other insects, but mostly
I'll take a can of
flies had laid their eggs in the unFlit and a broom,
finished building during the summer
please. I'm going
and these all hatched the moment the
to Center Harbor!
heat was turned on. Flies, mostly
dead, were everywhere ... in your hair, on the floor, in
your coffee, literally everywhere!
At the end of one day the
janitors swept up a five gallon bucket.
Frye Hall was promptly renamed Fly Hall.
And then there was the time I had_ a half dozen people
up for the weekend helping finish up TJ 9. Sheila Elkin
found her typewriter too high for comfort so she asked for
a phone book to sit on. I handed her the one for the local
area, about the size of Reader's Digest, and she threw it
at me.
And there are many other memories .•. the frustrations
with slow printers, the help at Yule Moots and convention
meetings, the nice note from Professor Tolkien when he
learned of my blindness, written despite his own loss of his
wife, and many, many others. I had a good time running the
TSA and only wish I had done a better job of it.
My loss of sight made things very difficult, but for a
time, with tons of help from Nan and Mrs. Miles I did manage to continue.
But then I didn't get to mail out until April
a Green Dragon I had finished writing in January, and that
(continued on page 31)
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convinced
me the task was hopeless.
Also I had to be away
schools.
for a total of four months to various rehabilitation
So the TSA is now a part of the Mythopoeic
Society and T J
and GrD are gone as independent
publications.
I do plan to
haveacolumn
in the new Mythlore,
and to hold Yulemoots
and other meetings
in the NY-Mass-NH
area.
I am sure that Glen will do a wonderful job and that
societies
will grow and prosper.
the combined

MIERGIER AGR1E1EMIEIN1r
OF
THE TOLKIEN SOCIETY OF AMERICA
AND
THE MYTHOPOEIC SOCIETY, INC.
Upon merger, the separate existence of the unincorporated association known as The Tolkien Society of America shall cease, and the surviving corporation known as
The Mythopoeic Society, Inc. shall succeed, without other
transfer, to all rights and property of each of the organizations.
The merger shall not require any change in The
Articles of Incorporation of The Mythopoeic Society, Inc.
The Thain (President) of The Tolkien Society of
America, Edmund R. Meskys, shall become a member of
the Board of Directors of The Mythopoeic Society, Inc.
The publication of The Tolkien Society of America,
Tolkien Journal, shall be merged with Mythlore, a publication of The Mythopoeic Society.
Subscribers to Tolkien
Journal shall have their subscriptions continued, on a
prorated basis, with either Mythlore or Mythprint, owing
to the subscriber's option.
of the surviving Mythopoeic
The Board of Directors
Society, Inc. shall be authorized to administer the former
funds, cash, and property of The Tolkien Society of America.
This agreement of merger shall become effective upon
the signatures of the Thain (President) and Thain (Secretary)
of The Tolkien Society of America; the signatures of the
President and Secretary of The Mythopoeic Society, Inc.;
and approval of the appointment of Edmund R. Meskys,
former Thain of The Tolkien Society of America, to the
of The Mythopoeic Society, Inc. by the
Board of Directors
Council of The Mythopoe ic Society, Inc. as according to
its Bylaws.
(signed)
Edmund R. Meskys
Thain of The Tolkien Society
Nancy Meskys
Thain of The Tolkien Society
Glen H. GoodKnight II
President of The Mythopoeic
Bonnie Sue GoodKnight
Secretary of The Mythopoeic

of America
of America
Society, Inc.
Society, Inc.

NOTES

by the new editor
Ed contacted me in late March about going ahead with
the merger. He has suggested it as a possibility last November, if his last eye operation would turn out unsuccessfully.
Since March we had been moving steadily to make the merger as smooth as possible. It has involved the moving of
all the records, back issues of T J, and other properties of
the TSA to California. This transfer is not complete yet,
but will be by mid-summer.
As you probably know, when Dick Plotz founded TSA,
he and others took names from The Lord of the Rings. He

was Frodo, W. H. Auden was Gimli, etc. Back in 1967 I
identified with Elrond in similar spirit. This is only to
preface my statement that my real name is Glen GoodKnight.
Some people have occasionally asked me if is isn't some
kind of assumed name, for the sake of romantic color. No;
it is the real one. I bore the brunt of innumberable puns
on it as a child, and was upset that I was labeled with such
an unusual name until I became old enough to learn its origin. The first GoodKnight was Pierre du Terrail Bayard
(1476?-1524),
a knight of France in the late Renaissance.
He earned the nickname "le bon Chevalier sans peur et sans
11
reproche, 11 or simply "the Good Knight.
The name stuck
to the family. However my American ancestors far from
reflected their aristocratic
origin; they were always on
the frontier, since the first one came in 1698. I only elaborate. to make clear to doubting minds the genuineness of
my name, as doubts would only naturally arise from those
who have never heard of me before.
I regret that there is not more artwork in this issue.
When Ed talked to me about the merger, we agreed that
T J 15 would be done in California, since neither Ed or Nan
were able to in New Hampshire. He sent me all the artwork
and manuscripts that he had, plus a list of suggestions at to
which manuscripts should be used in this issue, and in what
order they should go. I have followed these suggestions as
closely as possible in laying out the issue.
We wanted the issue to appear as soon as possible,
since it had already been delayed :several months due to
The trouble was that there was very little
Ed's misfortune.
usable topical artwork on hand, and I knew that to approach
a number of artists for addit ional artwork would take time.
I decided to use what art there was on hand for the issue,
except for the one piece Paula Marmor did, and the several,
including the cover, done by my wife Bonnie. Special thanks
to them for helping in this way.
I do ask the artists reading this to consider sending in
sample artwork for consideration. Future issues should be
the best balance of both literate and artistic elements as
our resources allow. This .means we also want to continue
receiving manuscripts for publication.
Nothing can be any
better than its contributors make it.
What will be the place of Tolkien and his work in the
future issues of Tolkien Journal-become-Mythlore?
Very
important, you can be sure. Mythlore in the past has always
published Tolkien related articles and artwork.
In fact our
last issue, #8, was a special birthday issue in honor of the
Professor, with cover by Tim Kirk, and an appreciation
of the Professor by myself, plus several articles on his
works.
Copies are still available at $1.
Some people feel that Tolkien criticism is nearly
played out. They've told me, 'You can only say so much
about Tolkien, and that's it.' I disagree.
I feel we have
only begun to carefully analyse and discuss the innumerable
elements in this man's work. There is much, much more
waiting to be said, and I hope Mythlore will be the place
it is said.
On the other hand, Mythlore will continue to publish
informative material on the other Inklings, especially C. S.
Lewis and Charles Williams. Mythlore will also continue
to publish general articles related to a better understanding
of myth, fantasy, and the imaginative creative process.
Before the merger came about, it had been planned
that the next Mythlore would deal chiefly with Tolkien related material.
In addition I have several good articles on Tolkien that Ed sent, that were not included in this issue. We
will use most of them in future issues and return the rest.
In this light, only for the time being, I would ask potential
contributors to concentrate on Lewis, Williams, other related authors, or general thematic material.
There is so much that we have to say and share with
each other. You have my commitment to make the future of
the two merged groups as relevant and enjoyable as possible.
Looking forward. . . .
-Glen GoodKnight

®

https://dc.swosu.edu/tolkien_journal/vol5/iss1/1

2

